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T about half-past four M. de Champcenais, who had just crossed the Puteaux bridge in his motor-car, and Clanricard, who was walking along the rue Custine, opposite the rue Clignancourt, both came in for a rather exciting time.
De Champcenais was on his way to see Bertrand, the motor-car manufacturer. They had made the appointment two days ago. Its object was the conclusion of a deal about which Bertrand seemed to be keen, but which in itself did not particularly interest Champcenais and his associates, Bertrand had taken it into his head to give his name to a special motor-oil, which he would recommend his customers to use exclusively. But he had no means either of producing this oil or of storing it or of distributing it. Accordingly he had suggested the following arrangement to the oil-manufacturers : they would manufacture for him an oil which would not really be special, but whose viscosity would be slightly different from that in general use; they would put it up in tins of a particular shape, and control its distribution and sale under the name of Bertrand OiL Bertrand would take a commission of ten centimes on every two-litre tin sold under his name.
Champcenais, who at first was inclined to reject the scheme, had afterwards seen a way of making it not at all a bad business for the oil-manufacturers. In the recommendations which he would make to his customers, Bertraad could include the advice to empty the crank-case of the engine completely every fifteen hundred kilometres.
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